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EDITORIAL NOTES. 





At the special meeting of Council, of which we 
give a report this week, the only subject for con- 
sideration was the grant of money to be given to 
the Hygienic Congress. A sum of £50 was voted, 
and we feel sure the liberality of the Council will 
be justified. It will be remembered that at the first 
meeting of Council at which this Congress was dis- 
cussed very general disapprobation was expressed 
that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had 
not been earlier invited to take part in the pro- 
ceedings, and some hasty observations were made 
implying that we had been ignored. It was pointed 
out at the time that probably some mistake had 
been made, and it now turns out that an invitation 
was sent months ago, but had somehow miscarried. 
Mauy members felt that some of our own body were 
not altogether free from blame, and the question 
was asked—how it was that witb the names of 
Professor Brown, Dr. Fleming, and Messrs. Cope 
and Dugnid, on the Committee, no word of warning 
had been given to the profession that an important 
Congress was to be held in which we were taking 


no part. At this last meeting of Council Professor | 


Brown was present, and took the opportunity to 
reply to the accusation. He said he recognised no 
duty devoiving on him to keep the Royal College 
informed of any appointment accepted by him, but 
he wished to make it perfectly clear that it was 
from no disrespect to the Council that he had not 
informed them of his appointment. It seems from 
this that Professor Brown has not quite understood 
the complaint which was made. No one ever sug- 
gested that a member of the profession was 
amenable to the Council for any appointment he 
might accept, nor that any duty devolved upon 
either practitioner or professor to keep the Royal 
College informed of his actions. The suggestion 
made was very different. It was, that any member 
having early cognizance of an event of great in- 
terest and importance to the profession might be 
expected tv draw the Council’s attention to it. This 
implies no duty—it does imply a little zeal for the 
profession. Professor Brown is a very able man, 
but he is not very enthusiastic. ' 





The report of the Special Meeting of Council 
Verifies the rumour we published last week as to the 
resignation of two members of the Examining 
ine _ The gentlemen are Sir Henry Simpson 

t. B. Cartledge. They officiated only at 





the final examination and tested candidates in what 
is called “a general Practical Examination, in 
regard to Horses.” Consideration cf the resigna- 
tions was postponed until next meeting when we 
may possibly hear what are the grounds for such 
a very unusual proceeding. 


The ‘Steel Memorial” Committee has now is- 
sued its appeal to the profession. The general 
committee which was only formed to iuitiate the 
movement is only a small one but it is very 
representative. Practitioners and Professors are 
both represented, and names are found of well- 
known members from every part of the kingdom. 
The Secretary, Mr. Raymond, invites others to 
join the committee, and we feel certain his invi- 
tation will be widely accepted. Nothing definite 
was decided as to the nature of the memorial, 
and the committee very properly state that the 
final decision will only be taken after due con- 
sideration of all suggestions offered by subscribers, 
It may be accepted that the money will not be 
wasted upon any vain pomp or show. but will be 
devoted to just that end which the late Professor 
Steel kept so constantly in view—-the encourage- 
ment of Veterinary Science. It is hoped the 
fund collected will be large enough to found ‘a 
Scholarship, and subscribers will therefore be able 
to feel that any contribution will not only be an ac- 
knowledgment of the work and worth of John Steel 
but a permanent encouragement to others to devote 
themselves with earnestness to the good of the pro- 
fession. No subscription will be too small and 
none can be too large—the poor student’s mite and 
the rich man’s cheque will be equally acceptable, 
and both will be in furtherance of a good object. 


The “Charter League” under Mr. Mulvey’s 
guidance is now an accomplished fact. His com- 
munication on another page is most satisfactory, 
but will be more so when he: is able to select six 
candidates pledged to what the profession most de- 
sires. Then the League can vote straight for the whole 
six, and the voice of the profession will for once be 


pronounced in an effective manner. Members resi- 
dent abroad are usually disfranchised by the delay 
in making public the nominations. This year they 
may at least give three good votes and if they 
are well advised no more. If you want reform 
vote for WHITTLE, RAYMOND and WHEATLEY 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 





MALIGNANT APHTHA (Simmonds), 
PUSTULAR FEVER (Walley). 
By W. Austron Epear, F.R.C.V.S., Dartford. 





Having, during the month of February 1891, had 
an opportunity of making some clinical observa- 
tions in an outbreak of the above named malady in 
a well-known pedigree flock of Hampshire-Downs, 
I wisn to record them in order to add one or two 
important points of interest to a valuable paper read 
by Professor Walley before the Royal Scottish 
Veterinary Medical Association on 20th Jan., 1888. 

It will be remembered that the month of Febru- 
ary last was the driest recorded (forthat month) during 
the past seventy-eight years, and that January was 
almost as dry. I point this out in order to show 
that, contrary to generally accepted views, climatic 
influences must play a less important part in the 
advent and extension of this disease than is usually 
assigned to them. 

The flock was folded in a most salubrious locality, 
immediately under the Wiltshire Downs, on high, 
dry land with a gravel soil—chalk sub-soil; and 
during the lambing period protected on the wind 
side with artificial shelters, the pens being littered 
with straw. It being a show flock, and very suc- 
cessful in the production of prize lamhs for breeding 
purposes, it will be inferred that the general 
management is the best possible, no expense being 
spared in keeping the ewes and lambs in good con- 
dition. The diet consisted of hay—whole and 
chaffed, cake. malt dust, and roots—turnips and 
swedes. From about the end of January the roots 
began to rot badly, and according to the opinion of 
the shepherd the disease was favoured or inteusified 
by the rotting turnips. I am doubtful, however, if 
this is an important point, as at the time of writing 
(18th March) the sheep are still on swedes, a very 
large percentage of which are rotting as the result 
of prolonged frost, and the disease has almost 
subsided. 

The eruption in the ewes involved the mammary 
gland and mammille, and in a few cases the mouths, 


also the interdigital spaces, many of them being 


lame. In the lambs the lips and gums were alone 
affected. 

‘The favourite site of the eruption was the teats 
and their bases, generally in an area of two inches 
diameter, some few ewes had a diffused eruption 
over the udder generally, but in no cases did the 
characteristic lesions appear on the skin of abdomen 
or thighs. A diffused redness existed on the thigh 
and flank in some animals examined, but as this al- 
ways appeared on the right side I attributed it to 
the repeated handling by the shepherd in dressing. 

It appears to he transmitted either from the ewes 
to the lambs or vice-versd, probably generally in the 
former way. The shepherd held a very strong 
opinion that the ewes always infected the lambs, 
but two cases examined led me to doubt this. A 


ewe had only been affected about one or two days 
and the dlisease was in the vesicular stage, while the 
lamb had been affected four days and the eruption 
was in the sloughing stage—equivalent to the crus- 
taceous period on a nou-interupted surface. Another 
lamb ten days old had the gums badly affected while 
the ewe was quite healthy. 

The affection in the ewe has well-marked stages, 
commencing with an indurated condition of the base 
of teat or teats, hyperemia of the surrounding skin 


and subcutaneous tissue, followed by the formation 








of papules, which give it some resemblance to 
ecthyma ; vesicles form on the summits of papules, 
the serum becoming coagulated and opaque, termi- 
nating in the formation of dry, hard, dark red 
crusts ; or pustules form (this in a majority of cases) 
before the crustaceous stage—if the sores are irri- 
tated by mulsion or sucking the discharge of pus- 
like fluid continues for many days. and repeatedly 
forms up and bursts from under the surface crust. 
I believe the natural phases of the disease occur 
only on the skin of the mammary gland, as when 
the teats are affected they crack and slough, the 
the sloughing area extending frequently for two 
inches around the base of teat; the latter 
quickly becomes indurated and the orifice and 
duct occluded, secondary mammitis follows. 
This happens in a large percentage of cases, and 
about twenty per cent. of the ewes affected lose per- 
manently one or both divisions of the gland, — In 
one ewe examined mammitis existed for a fortnight, 
in one side of the yland—ending in formation of a 
large abscess—-before the other division of udder be- 
came affected. 

Numbers of the ewes being lame I carefully ex- 
amined the feet and found in many of them vesica- 
tien in the interdigital spaces, the vesicles being very 
small. This condition closely resembled thie so- 
called ‘‘dew rot,” but as I have pointed out the 
weather and soil were not favourable to that affec- 
tion, excepting possibly the straw-bedding, which 
often causes tender feet in lambing ewes. Professor 
Walley has noted this condition in one or two in- 
stances in the malady, but inclined to the opinion 
that it was accidental. 

Only the ewes with mammitis had a high tempera- 
ture, and in none of the affected lambs examined was 
there pyrexia. In the latter the eruption existed 
only on the lips and mucous membrane of lips, and 
gums; in several the vesicular stage was well mat- 
ked, and this seemed in most cases to be followed 
by ulceration and formation of fungus like crusts, 
discharging from. their surface foetid pus, bleed- 
ing freely when lightly rubbed. 

None of the lambs in this outbreak appeared to 
have much constitutional disturbance, ard beyond 
looking thin from shortness of milk were lively and 
well. I did not find the Schneiderian membrane 
affected in any case as is so common in ordinary 
aphtha. es il he 

Only one ewe died from mammitis durmg the 
outbreak. About twenty lambs have died in the 
flock since Christmas, but the chief cause of fatality 
seems to have been diarrhea! 

Professor Walley in his paper above quoted says 
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| 
‘that there is any vesicular eruption is doubtful, or 


at least, if it does exist, it is of very short duration.” 
From my own observations I think it is fairly safe 
to conclude that there is a definite vesicular stage 
in the malady, and that if uninterrupted it goes 


through a series of changes almost identical to 


those described in variola. One could almost im- 
agine in looking at a ewe with the diffused mam- 
mary eruption that it was a case of vaccinia. 

The difficulty of finding a suitable name for a 
malady is evidenced in this affection. _ Professor 
Walley very justly considers the name of “ Mal- 
ignant Aphtha” unsuitable, and suggests either 
“Contagious Ecthyma” or “ Pustular Fever.” 

The latter seems the must suitable, although 
neither term strictly defines the affection, for, ad- 
mitting that it is a febrile disease, ecthyma is an 
eruption of phlyzacious pustules without fever, 
while “pustular fever” is a misnomer when, as 
is often the case, in the absence of mammary or 
other complications, there is no rise of tempera- 
ture whatsoever. I have, however, no alternative 
name to suggest. 


* MILK-FEVER.” 
By Tuomas M. M’ConneE ut. 


In a paper read before the South Durham and 
North Yorkshire V.M.A., Mr. G. E. Nash complains 
that the treatment for “‘ milk-fever ” which I recom- 
mended in The Record, of 5th July last, “has not 
proved so successful in his hands. as my article led 
him to expect.” He has just had three recoveries 
out of five, or 60 per cent Will not this even com- 
pare favourably with any other method of treatment 
adopted by him previously ? This record, though 
too limited either to confirm or condemn the treat- 
ment, is nevertheless far from satisfactory, and I 
think his want of success is not far to seek, In 
the first place he applies the treatment only in the 
first stage if there is excitement. I apply it in all 
cases—in the first and second stages. And, in the 
the second place. he evidently supplements my 


treatment with a good many other measures and | 
medicines ; such as drawing off all the milk every | 


three or four hours, cold water douches to the poll, 
Whiskey, arnica, nux vomica, &. I use none of 
these remedies until—and then very rarely,— 
the patient has had four or five doses of chioral 
hydrate, when if she is still unable to rise I give 
moderate doses of stimulants, 


Since my article appeared I have dropped out the | 


} 


| porate — Member, Fellow, and Honorary Associate. 


potase. bromid., and merely give chloral hydrate, first 
o 5!) to 3j, succeeding doses 3iij to ziv,along with 
&tew pounds of treacle, with the results that the 
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deep groop, and her thigh across the kerb-stone ; and 
presumably she had lain thus for the most part of 
the night. After getting her into as comfortable 
a position as possible she was put on to the chloral 
treatment, and in four hours after the second dose 
she could hold her head up quite steadily. The 
next day she seemed in perfect health, and could 
rise with assistance, but it was noticed that she 
knuckled over the right fetlock-joint very badly. On 
Saturday she could rise without assistance, and the 
owner put her back into the stall. Towards night 
she was observed to slip and fall heavily, the near 
hind leg being stretched out bebind her. On being 
called to see her on Sunday she was unable to rise, 
or to stand when raised ; and when raised the right 
hock and fetlock were flexed, the hock coming to 
the ground whenever she attempted to put weight 
on the limb, whilst the muscles of the thigh were 
enormously swollen, and as hard as a_ board. 
Recognising at once from a bitter experience of 
similar cases the utter futility of treatment, [ 
ordered her to be killed. which was done to-day. 
/On the skin being removed the fascia covering the 
muscles of the affected thigh was found to be rup- 
tured longitudinally in several places, and lymph 
and serum exuded copiously from the apertures, 
The muscles— both extensors and flexors of the 
|leg and foot— were very much swollen, and had the 
‘appearance of a dark red pulpy mass. Tad this 
cow been allowed to live. fibroid degeneration and 
atrophy of the muscles would have quickly suc- 
ceeded. until in three or four weeks fibrous tissue 
would have almost completely usurped the place 
of the muscles. In my practice it is this lesion and 
not paralysis whick in four cases out of five prevents 
‘the cow from rising when she has otherwise com- 
pletely recovered. It was first publicly noticed by 
Mr, Cunningham, of Slateford, and if the injury be 
severe is quite incurable. 

I have retained the name “Milk Fever,” for 
'though undoubtedly a misnomer it is quite as ap- 
|plicable as ** Parturient Apoplexy,” for there is no 
‘apoplexy, but the reverse ; and in the first and second 
stages there is no paralysis. 


, 


MEMBERS, FELLOWS, AND HONORARY 
ASSOCIATES 





| 
In view of the possibilities of a new charter it may 


| be well to see exactly how we stand as to degrees 
and honours and what changes are desirable, or the 
opposite. 

There are three titles in the gift of the Body Cor- 


These are provided for by the Charters of 1844 and 


|1876; and regulated by Bye-laws passed by the 


patients recover much more quickly. Altogether | Council. 
ye July last Ihave treated thirteen cases—three 
of them last week—and of these twelve made a 
complete recovery. The thirteenth, the last case, I 
>= called to see on Thursday morning about 8 a.m, | 
waen 1 found the patient lying in a very awkward | 
position on her right side, herjhind quarter being in a | 


MEMBER isthe title given to every person admitted 
to the profession. The Charter of 1844 by which 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons was in- 
corporated declared and granted that the members of 
the said body politic and corporate should hence- 
forth solely and exclusively be recogaised as profess- 
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ors of the said art. A form of diploma was agreed 
upon to be given to every person who should, in ac- 
cordance with certain rules. have studied at a recog- 
nised school and passed an examination instituted by 
the college. ‘The diploma states that its holder has 
been “found fully qualified to practice the art and 
science of Veterinary Surgery and medicine.” This 
degree of Membership is then the only one essential 
to enable a man to belong to the profession, and to 
earn his living by practising the veterinary art. The 
Charter of 1844 provided very carefully forthe rul- 
ing of the profession. Amongst other provisions is 
this—‘‘ thatthe President, Vice-presidents, and Mem- 
bers of Council shall be elected from and amongst 
the members.” 


FELLOW is the title conferred by alater charter— 
obtained in 1876—on such members as have attain- 
ed the age of twenty-six, been in practice five years, 
and passed an additional examination instituted by 
the Body Corporate. The Fellowship degree was 
created to “more effectually promote and encourage 
the study of veterinary medicine and surgery ” and 
the diploma terms it ‘a higher degree than mem- 
bership.” No fault can be found with the motive 
which led to the establishment of the Fellowship. 
Everyone allows that the promotion and encourage- 
ment of the study of veterinary medicine and surgery 
is desirable; but it seems to follow that only those 
who give proof of having studied should be permitted 
to hold the degree. In other words the title of 
Fellow, like the title of Member, should only be 
given to men who by some test have given evidence 
of capacity. This evidence may be afforded by a 
wisely arranged examination, or it might perhaps be 
afforded by the production of a Thesis by the candidate. 
showing that he had devoted special care and obser- 
vation to some department of veterinary medicine 
or surgery. 

The object of those who instituted the degree was 
clearly to encourage practitioners to devote more at- 
tention to the science and art-—to not rest satisfied 
merely with practice as a calling or business. It 
was certainly not instituted as a reward for succesful 
practice, nor for mere book-work ; nor was it intend- 
ed as a mark of honour which might be given to any- 
one who had done well for the profession. The 
same Charter which founded the Fellowship, also 
founded an honorary degree which the Council 
might confer without examination on those members 
of the profession it desired to honour. 


HONORARY ASSOCIATE is the title our Council 
has the power to confer without examimationon anyone 
it may consider worthy of the honour. The charter 
which confers the title leaves it entirely to the 
Council] to select ‘ Associates” and does not limit 
the choice to any body of men, whilst it ordains 
that they shall have “such priveleges as the said 
Council shall by Bye Law determine.” 

Our profession consists then of Members, Fellows 
and Associates. The two first are to have their 
qualifications tested before being admitted; the 
last are not to be examined, but to be selected for 
the honour. This arrangement seems to be as fair 
as possible whilst providing all that is necessary to 





protect the profession, to reward merit and to en- 
courage individual progress. 

With the best of motives, but with mistaken 
sagacity the Council that obtained the 1876 Charter 
inserted a clause depriving members of the rights 
and priveleges they had always possessed of acting 
as Members of Council or Examiners. In the new 
Charter it is hoped that this mistake will be 
remedied, and then our titles and degrees will be in 
accordance with common sense and justice. There 
is a suggestion that we might also in a new charter 
ask for power to elect men to the Fellowship degree 
without examination. This would be a most retro- 
grade step, and one directly opposed to the spirit of 
the Charter which gave us Fellows and Honorary 
Associates. It is apparently the result of a mis. 
conception—a false notion that the mere possession 
of the title and degree is evidence of special skill or 
knowledge of veterinary medicine and surgery. if 
the fellowship is to be really “a higher degree” 
and to be atrue mark of superior acquirements. it 
must never be given to any practitioner who has not 
been tested. Fellowship without examination is a 
hollow pretence, and if adopted would at once de- 
stroy the object of its promoters. It is distinctly 
not an honorary degree, and there is no necessity 
that any other than the Honorary Associate should 
exist which may be distributed by the Council in 
recognition of worth, 


THE JOHN HENRY STEEL MEMORIAL. 


The first meeting of the General Committee took 
place on the 19th March at the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. Mr. J. Roalfe Cox, F.R.C.V.S., 
London, was elected chairman; and Mr. F. Ray- 
mond hon. secretary. ‘lhe General Committee list 
was read. 

The list thus far includes the following gentlemen. 
and others who may be desirous of adding their 
names thereto are invited to notify their wish to the 
Hon. Secretary. 


Prof. J. M. Axe | Principal McCall, 

J. Bell, Esq., Carlisle | F.R.C.V.S. 
Prof. G. T. Brown, C.B.| W. J. Mulvey, Esq.. 
J. Roalfe Cox, Esq. London 


W. A. Edgar, Esq., T. Olver, Esq., Truro 
Dartford |‘ Prof. W. Pritchard 
J.W.Evans,Esq.,A.V.D.| Capt. B. Russell, 
Prof. J. McFadyean | Grantham 
Dr. G. Fleming, C.B. | C. Rutherford, Esq.. 
M. Hedley. Esq., Privy | A.V.D., Aldershot 
Council, Dublin | Prof. Shave, R.C.V. 
W. Hunting, Esq., James Simpson, Esq., 





London J.P., Maidenheet 

. McK Ksq.. Sydney J. Slocock, Esq. 

J. McKenny, “4. ida ydney pair nd 
J. D, Lambert, Esq., D. M. Storrar, Esq., 

P.V.S. Abergavenny 

T. D. Lambert, Esq., Principal W. was 

Dublin Edinburg 

Alexander Lawson,Esq.| F. Wragg. Esy.,London 

Manchester 
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The following gentlemen were elected Trustees 
and receivers of the Fund: F. Wragg. Esq., ‘Trea- 
surer, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons: Dr. 
G. Fleming, C.B., late P.V.S., Army. 

The next business was to elect a working Sub- 
Committee, and the following gentlemen were re- 
quested to serve : Mr. J. Roalfe Cox, Chairman. 
Messrs. Wragg. Fleming. J. D. Lambert, P.V.S., 
J. W. Evans, A.V.D., Prof. Pritchard, Messrs, J. 
Simpson, J.P., 8. Slocock, Mulvey. Profs. Axe and 
Shave, and the Hon. Secretary. 

The Hon. Secretary was requested to communicate 
with the President of each of the Home, Colonial, 
and Indian Veterinary Societies, with a view to 
obtaining their snpport. 

In considering the best way to bring the projected 
memorial to the notice of the profession, the ques- 
tion of a printed circular to each individual was 
mooted, but the idea was rejected on account of the 
expense. It was finally settled to approach the 
editors of our periodicals with a view of obtaining 
publicity through their kind offices. 

The next question discussed was the desirability, 
or otherwise, of fixing a limit of subscriptions to a 
guinea After some conversation it was decided to 
leave the matter entirely to subscribers, because the 
Veterinary Societies would probably send a larger 
sum, and many students who desired to assist could 
not be expected to contribute so much as a guinea. 

The Committee, bearing in mind that John Steel, 
although a soldier, was connected with the civilian 
branch of the profession, and still more intimately with 
students, both in England and India, expressed a 


special desire that the latter should be encouraged | 


to come forward, so that any sum, however trifling, 
will be cordially accepted, the object being to raise 
the memorial, not so much upon a small number of 
large payments, however welcome, as upon a large 
umber of smaller ones. 

In discussing the nature of the memorial, a 


difficulty at once presented itself, as the Committee 


were in ignorance of the amount that would be sub- 
scribed, but it was decided that the money should 
be expended in a prize which should be named after 
the lamented John Henry Steel. Professional 
opinion has lately shewn a marked desire towards 
the increase of testimonials to hard workers, as may 
be seen by the votes of the C.V.M.A., the N.V.S., 
and vthers. The Committee has therefore happily 
hit upon a means of meeting the aims of the pro- 
fession, of helping students, and. at the same time, 
carrying out what would nu doubt have been most 
agreeable to the deceased. 

It will depend upon the amount subscribed whether 
the prize shall be a scholarship, or a medal, or 
some other appropriate form of encouragement. 

hen coming to a final decision the Committee will 
duly consider any suggestions that subscribers may 
be kind enough to offer. The prize will be open to 
all the schools. 

Mr. F, Wragg, 17 Church Lane, Whitechapel, 
London, E.C., and Dr. G. Fleming, C.B., Cathcart 
Lodge, Tyrwhitt Road, St. John’s, London, S.E., 


have kindly consented to receive and acknowledge 
subscriptions, 


With a cordial vote of thanks to the chairman the 


Committee adjourned. 
F. Raymonp, F.R.C.V.S., 
Hon. Sec. 





P Hovsg, Woo.iwicna, 

The Editor, 

Dear Sir, 

It appears that one or two letters connected with the 
J. H. Steel Memorial, were mislaid when the documents 
were handed over to me on my installation as Provisional 
Hon. Secretary. I know it has happened in one instance at 
least. If, therefore, any gentleman fails to see his name on 
the General Committee list I hope he will kindly pardon 
the error, which shall be immediately rectified if he will 
point it out.—Yours faithfully, 

F. Raymonp, Hon. Sec. 
24th March, 1891. 


Royal College 
of Weterinarp Surgeons 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL. 





A Special Meeting of Council to consider the sub- 
ject of passing a Grant of Money to the International 
Congress of Hygiene and Demography, was held at 
Red Lion Square, on Monday, March 16th, 1891. 
Mr. W. B. Watters, Vice-President in the chair. 

Present ;—Professors Axe, Brown, and Pritchard ; 
| Dr. Fleming; Sir Henry Simpson; Messrs. Trigger, 
| Walters, Wragg, George Thatcher (Solicitor), and A. W. 
Hill (Secretary). 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting. 

On the motion of Professor Brown seconded by Pro- 
fessor Axe, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

The Secretary stated that he had received letters 
from the following gentlemen regretting their ina- 
bility to attendthe meeting :—Professors McCall and 
Walley ; Messrs J. Roalfe Cox, Cartledge, Briggs, Kidd, 
Lambert, and Taylor. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


The Secretary said he had received letters from Sir 
| Henry Simpson and Mr. Cartledge resigning their ap- 
| pointments as members of the Board of Examiners. 

| Qn the motion of Dr. Fleming, seconded by Professor 
_Axe, the consideration of the matter was postponed 
| until the next meeting. 

| The Secretary read the following letter from the Hon- 
_orary Secretary of the International Congress of Hy- 
giene and Demography :—“To the President of the 
| Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Sir, I am de- 
| sired by the Organizing Committee to ask you to allow 
| yourself to be nominated as a member of the Honorary 
Council of the Congress. As,the nominations will be 
submitted to the General Committee, which is to meet 
on Monday, March 16th, under the Presidency of His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, an early reply is 
requested.” He (the Secretary) had been directed by 
Professor McCall to write to the Honorary Secretary 
and say that he had much pleasure in accepting the 
office. The following summons has also been sent to 
Professor McCall :—* A meeting of the General Com- 
mittee will be held at 20, Hanover Square, on Monday, 
March 16th. His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
has kindly consented to preside, and will take the chair 
at 3.30 o’clock precisely. It is hoped that members of 
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committee will be in their places not later than 3.15 p.m. 
G. V. Poore, Honorary Secretary-General.” Professor 
McCall had directed him (the Secretary) to acknowledge 
the letter, at the same time regretting his inability to 
attend. The President had asked him to read the list 
of names of the Section III :—“ Relation of the Dis- 
eases of Animals to those of Man,”’ which was as follows: 

President, Sir Nigel Kingscote, K.C.B., Chairman 
Board of Governors of Royal Veterinary College. 

Vice-Presidents, Professor G. T. Brown, C.B. (Direc- 
tor of Veterinary Department of Board of Agriculture) ; 
George Buchanan, M.D., F.R.S. (Medical Officer Local 
Government Board); E. Klein, M.D., F.R.S. (Lec- 
turer of Physiology at St. Bartholomews Hospital ; 
Professor James McCall, F.R.C.V.S. (President of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons). 

Secretaries, W. Duguid, F.R.C.V.S. (Assistant In- 
spector of Veterinary Department Board of Agricul- 
ture); G. Sims Woodhead, M.D., F.R.S.E. (Director 
Research Laboratory of the Conjoint Board of R.C.P. and 
R.C.8.) ; Ernest Clarke (Secretary Royal Agricultural 
Society). 

The Present said he should be pleased to hear any 
remarks with reference to the passing of a grant of 
money to the International Congress. 

Professor AxE said he thought the members of the 
Council would be pretty well unanimous as to the ad- 
visability of making a grant for the object of the forth- 
coming Congress. It was certainly a most laudable 
object, and he thought the Royal College should show its 
interest in it by making a substantial grant towards the 
expenses which would be incurred. He had great 
pleasure in proposing that a sum of £50 be contributed 
by the College towards the expenses of the Congress. 

Dr. FLEMING, in seconding the proposition, said he 
thought that the sum was neither too large nor too 
small. If the Council would permit him, he should 
like to allude to the circumstances attending the appli- 
cation. It would be remembered that at the last meeting 
a great deal of dissatisfaction was expressed at the posi- 
tion of the Royal College with regard to the Congress. 
In the first place they had been summoned to consider 
the advisability of sending representatives to the Con- 
gress, but on examining the papers before them, it was 
found that the College had no locus stundi at all in the 
matter. Of course, it was rather astonishing that such 
an important body as their own should be omitted ; and, 
after the last Council meeting, Professor McCall and 
himself had seen Mr. Clarke and Dr. Poore, and to their 
astonishment it was found, according to the books of 
the Organizing Committee, that an intimation had been 
sent to the College on the 28th of July last, asking them 
to appoint representatives, and also that a further ap- 
plication had been made at a later date. That, of 
course, threw them on their beam ends, for it was evi- 
dent that the Secretary of the Congress had taken care 
that the College should be included amongst the bodies 
which were to be represented. He, therefore, thought, 
however the miscarriage of those letters had taken place, 
that there was no blame attaching to the Organizing 
body of the Congress, and that the grievance felt at the 
last meeting did not exist. As evidence of the desire 
that the College should occupy a proper position at the 
Congress, a number of the members of the profession 
had been elected to serve either in the sections or in the 
general body. He heartily seconded Professor Axe’s 
proposal that a sum of £50 be voted for the purposes of 
the Congress. 

Professor Brown said he was very glad to hear Dr. 
Fleming’s explanation with regard to the desire on the 
part of the committee that the College should be re- 
presented. What the difficulty was he did not pretend 


to know, but he should like to take the opportunity of 
making a personal explanation. 


In the report of the 
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discussion of one of the Council meetings he had seep 
that one of the members had remarked that it was some. 
what unaccountable that, having been appointec yuite 
early in the movement as one of the officers of the com- 
mittee, he had neglected to make the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons aware of the fact. He confessed 
that he had read those remarks with a feeling akin 
to profound astonishment, for it was quite beyond his ap- 
prehension that any duty of the kind devolved upon him, 
and he in no way considered himself responsible to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in 
regard to any appointment which might be offered to 
him, and which he might choose to accept. _If he had 
thought, or if he could be convinced, that it was his duty 
to inform the Council of any such appointment being 
accepted or rejected by him, it would be a matter of 
conscience with him to obey that conviction ; but he 
really did not apprehend that he was in any way called 
upon to consider himself amenable to the College for 
any appointment he might accept, nor did he believe 
that he was in any way charged with the responsibility 
of keeping the Council informed as to his professional 
movements. Unfortunately, the members who took 
part in the discussion to which he referred were not 
present, and, therefore, could not enlighten him ; but, 
on the face of it, he thought it necessary to make it per- 
fectly clear that it was from no disrespect to the Council 
that he had not informed them of his appointment, but 
from the utter want of conviction that he was in any 
called upon to make such a statement to the Council. 
Sir Henry Simpson said that he cordially approved 
of the College joining such an important Congress, and 
supporting it fairly with its purse. He should like to 
be satisfied as to whether they were really doing the 
right thing in voting £50,and whether it should not be 
£100. Before deciding upon the sum, it might be pos- 
sible to ascertain what other scientific bodies had given, 
for it would be better to err on the side of liberality 
rather than to do anything shabbily. They all knew 
| that Professors McCall, Brown, and Duguid were con- 
| cerned in the Congress, but he thought the profession 
| would like to know what other members, if any, were 
associated with it. He was glad to hear that an invi- 
tation had been sent to the College, though it had not 
been received; and it had occurred to him that per- 
haps the secretary might be able to find out when the 
invitations were sent out, and how they had not been 
‘received in due course. It was a very serious thing and 
‘might happen again. 
| Dr. Fiemrne said he wished to explain to Professor 
Brown and to the meeting why his name had been 
mentioned. They had necessarily felt themselves 
rather hurt that the college should have been omitted ; 
but on looking over the list of societies and bodies 
| who had been invited to send delegates, it was 1mp0s- 
sible to arrive at any other conclusion than that a grave 
| oversight had been made in leaving out the College, , 
quite apart from medicine, nearly every section - 
| science and pretty well every branch of art had receive¢ 
‘invitations. On looking over the list of officials Pro- 
fessor Brown’s name was found on the Organising Com- 
| mittee, which was the really responsible body for send- 
| ing out the invitations. The remark was then rn 
|“ Professor Brown is on the Organising Committee; 1 
| is rather strange that our College should be left - 
| He did not think that there was any disrespectful allus- 
ion to, or any desire to find fault with, Professor = 
in the matter ; but merely a feeling of surprise that ae 
College should be left out considering that he was on . 
Organising Committee, and also vice-president of one 
the sec‘ions. With regard to the amount —— 
by other bodies, he might mention that he had spo 
to Mr. Clarke on the subject, who had mention 











£50 as sufficient. 
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Professor Brown said that as a member of the organ- 
ising Committee, if he had attended one of its meetings 
he should certainly have made a point of speaking of any 
omission of the kind had it occurred ; but he had been 
told by the Secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society 
that it had been arranged to call upon the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons to send delegates. Knowing 
that, lie could not in the least understand why he should 
have been expected to intimate to the Council the fact 
of his appointment. 

The Secretary said that at the previous meeting it 


was ordered by the Vice-Chairman, the Solicitor, and | 


himself should wait upon the Secretaries of the Inter- 
national Congress. They had been received with every 


courtesy, and it was explained that it was quite an | 





omission. The office-book was produced with the list of | 


names to which formal letters were ordered to be sent, 
and in that list appeared the Royal Veterinary College 
and the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He told 
the Secretaries that he had received no circular, nor had 
one been received at Camden Town; had it been sent 
he should have been sure to receive it. He asked the 


Secretaries to write a letter to that effect, and he had | 


received the letter now read to the Council, again asking 
for delegates to be appointed. 

Mr. TRIGGER said there appeared to be no evidence 
as to where the letter was lost, but there seemed to be 
some evidence that the letters were posted. 

The Secretary said that there was evidence that the 
College was on the list of bodies to whom circulars were 
to be sent, but there was no proof that the circular was 
posted. 

Dr. FLEMING said he was sure that there had been no 
intention of leaving the College out. 


| 
| 





THE WESTERN COUNTIES V.M.S, 

The Annual Meeting will be held at the New 
London Hotel, Exeter, on Thursday April 2nd, at 
2 o’clock in the afternoon. The President will open 
the discussion on ‘‘ The proposed New Charter.” 
Wiit1aM PEennAaLte Hon, Sec. 


SCOTTISH METROPOLITAN 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


PROFESSIONAL TOPICS. 
By J. Cuark, F.R.C.V.S. 


(From an address delivered at the annual meeting of 
the Association, on 25th February, 1891.) 


I now propose to offer a few remarks regarding our 
profession. 

No profession can stand on a sure and solid founda- 
tion unless its graduates have acquired a fair, good edu- 
cation, this cannot be said to have been a question 
seriously considered by the Council, and strange as it 


| may appear the initial step towards this much desired 


end was first adopted by the schools. More satisfactory 
action is now being taken by the Council, to remedy 


| this out-standing defect, and they now propose to take 


the educational test under their own wing and make it a 


| standard one all round. 


Professor PrircHaRp said he had great pleasure in | 


supporting the proposition that £50 be voted to the pur- 
poses of the Congress. 
The Szcretary said that it was also ordered at the 


The future of the profession is, to a great extent, in 
the hands of our council, and every retrograde step must 
be strenuously opposed. It is evident that greater 
numbers are now entering our Colleges, this would be 


no matter for regret, providing a suitable class of stu- 


last meeting that he should write to the President, 
asking him te nominate a delegate in connection with | 


himself, and he had nominated Professor Axe. 
Dr. FLEMING said that he was on the Section of Anitaal 


gress was supposed to make a private donation, which 


cussions. 


dents entered. As our profession is a small one, and 
by no means a rich one, the question may be asked why 
are greater numbers wanting admittance. My inter- 
pretation of the situation is that our entrance and pro- 


. | fessional examinations are easier than in other profes- 
Diseases, and he had been asked to write a paper for | 
discussion on the subject. Every member of the Con- | 
. ‘ lengthened time of study; and that a higher standard 
would entitle him to attend and take part in the dis- | 


Sir Henry Simpson said it was very satisfactory to | 


know that the profession was so well represented. 


The motion that a sum of £50 be granted to the | 
International Congress of Hygiene and Demography | 


was then put, and carried unanimoosly. 
A vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman, and the 
Council adjourned. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL V.MLS. 





sions, such being the case, it behoves the R.C.V.S. to 
impose more stringent passes and if necessary, a more 


of excellence for the practical be insisted on. 

In no prefession does a good practical knowledge 
prove more indispensible than in ours. The want of 
such to a young veterinary surgeon proves a serious bar- 
rier to his success. 

I do not propose to give any detailed scheme, as this 


has been fully given in The Veterinary Record during the 


past year. I think it must be generally admitted that 
our colleges are well staffed and give the requisite teach- 
ing required by the rules of the R.C.V.S. with one ex- 
ception and that is practical training. In the Medical 


profession the advantages are of the first importance, 


| the Infirmary and Hospitals offering an opportunity for 


An ordinary General Meeting will be held at the | 


First Avenue Hotel on Thursday April 2nd at 7 30. 
p.m., when Professor Edgar will read a paper on 

Melano Fibrosis.” A horse suffering from this 
affection will be on view at Messrs Willows, Francis, 
- Butler’s stable, 101 High Holborn, at and after 

3U, p.m. on Thursday. ‘The stable is about five 
minutes walk from the First Avenue Hotel, and it is 
. oe that Fellows will inspect the case. Later 
- ~ a the approaching election of the C'ouncil 
r a yal College of Veterinary Surgeons will be 

nsidered, Stpney Vinuar, Hon. Sec. 





clinical study, of which Veterinary students are toa 
great extent deprived, and for which I think it impos- 
sible to offer an equivalent at the Coileges, for the ob- 
vious reason that it is impossible to import a sufficient 
number of typical cases so as to prove of real practical 
value. I don’t look with much favour on the appren- 
ticeship scheme, unless the R.C.V.S. insists on a higher 
standard of practical knowledge. Without this it ap- 
pears to me that an apprenticeship certificate would be 
of little value, first, the difficulty of finding an all round 
practice, and secondly some members are totally unable to 
impart good general knowledge although good practi- 
tioners themselves. I suspect the only way out of the 
difficulty is to indicate that certain practical tests and 
knowledge will be demanded, and I don’t think students 
would be slow in finding the requisite quarters for ac- 
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quiring a store of practical knowledge. The letter re- 
cently published from the principal V.S. to the Army, 
shows that a painful want of practical training exists, it is 
therefore unfair to the public,the profession,and the stu- 
dents themselves that such a state of matters should 
exist. It is simply unkindness to pass such men, better 
they bedelayedat study and acquire the necessary train- 
ing than allowed to publicly exhibit their incapacity, 
and not only retard their own progress in early profes- 
sional life, but in many instances harass and undersell 
their more competent’ and older brethren. I endorse 
the opinion of our respected and veteran friend Mr. 
Greaves, to whom the profession owes so much and whose 
opinion in such matters is of real value when he says 
that young men must learn practical detail, and that it can- 
not be often enough repeated, so that they become expert 
and handy when put to the test. I know from experience 
the truth as stated by Mr. Greaves, and not only in 
yg eae as seen every day in country practice, but 
also the necessity of a better knowledge in Pharmacy 
work, which appears a very weak point with the majority 
of students. 

Charter. The burning question at firesent in our 
ranks is the Charter—or rather, Is a new Charter neces- 
sary /—and not without just cause. We unquestionably 
would be better for getting our existing Charters arran- 
ged and built up anew. At present they are confusing. 

quite agree that in some respects the Charter of 1876 
has been a failure, undoubtedly the Council should be 
entirely elective, otherwise it is not a representative 
body. The Dual appointment should also be abolished. 
My reason for supporting this view is the limited num- 
ber who are eligible for the same. With reference to the 
IX Clause I do not see that the same arguments apply to 
it. I frankly admit that in so far as depriving the members 
of a seat at the Council Board it was a serious mistake. 

-'Every contented and ; rous netion giv¥s its peo- 
ple a voice in its deliberations, e elector’ in town 
and village must have a say in its municipal matters, and 
what Association exists without its members having 
freedom of speech and action / — "e : 

I do not think it fair and reasonable that hie Fellows 
should be blamed and abused over“this.qatter, it was 
not they who instituted the Degree,” but members of 
Council and the profession, who were présent at the 
General Meeting in May 1876, when the &hatter was 
fairly and fully discussed. To refresh my memory of 
what took place, I looked over The Veteritary Jownal 
and give the following short summary. Ist.—“ At a 
meeting of the R.C.V.S. held on the 3rd, Decémber 1875, 
Draft of Supplementary Charter was read and ordered to 
be printed and circulated among members: of Council 
and Principals of Schools.” See Vet. Journal, Volume 
2nd, page 66. 2nd.—“ Ai a meeting of R.C.VS. Ist 
May, 1876, The Supplemental Charter was fully discus- 
sed and no dissenting voice was heard unless one or two 
who thought 15 years too long.”’ See Vet. Journal. 
Volume 2. 

3rd.—* Ata meeting of the R.C.V.S. 4th: October 1876, 

the following recommendations to the Committee 
were agreed to, 1st. that they be instructed to err on 
the side of refusing the honour rather than diffusing it 
too liberally. 2nd. That the candidate‘should be se- 
lected for his scientific attainments rather than for the 
extent of his practice. 3rd. That not more than 100 
names be submitted to the Council. 4th> That no gen- 
tleman in any pursuit other than strictly ago: be 
brought forward for consideratiun of the Council.” 
Vet. Journal, Vol. 3. 4th.—At a meeting of the R.C.V:S. 
20th February 1877, 77 Fellows were elected. 1 find 
after careful Me tga all eminently qualified and fitted 
for the original honour of primary Fellows. 

It will thus be seen that everything was done above 
board and clearly the profession were consenting 











parties to the scheme, and now that it has become law it 
will be a difficult matter to get the Charter so altered, 


unless the Fellows are also consenting parties. Per. 
sonally I would readily agree to restore members their 
just rights, also to abolish the Dual appointment. I am 
however, strongly convinced that every examiner must 
be a Fellow, anyone occupying this responsible position 
is surely entitled to undergo the higher examinations. This 
would offer a stimulus to young members tocontinue the 
necessary study and take the Degree. I think every one must 
admit that this would prove a very small stumbling block 
in the way of an agreement, and seeing that Fellows by 
examination are members who have come forward under 
the existing Charter, conforming to its obligations, in- 
cluding payment of a fee, it is only right they should be 
consulted in any new arrangement. Another point 
which requires careful consideration,in any new Charter, 
is to have Parliamentary or lerritorial arrangement of 
seats. Under present rules we in Scotland are really 
disfranchised, we have not streugth to return a repre- 
sentative even by combination. 

The large and numerically powerful associations in 
England can simply do as they please, this is not as it 
ought to be and must be remedied. 


BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the members of this Association was held 
in the Bush Hotel, Carlisle, on Friday the 13th of Feb- 
ruary, and was followed by the Annual Dinner. The 
members present were—Mr. Bell, Carlisle (who took the 
chair at the commencement of the proceedings), Profes- 
sor Williams, Mr. Rutherford, Edinburgh ; Mr. Jacob 
Howe, Keswick; Mr. Carlisle, Carlisle; Mr. Pears; 
Mr. Armstrong (Secretary), Penrith; Mr. Donald, Mr. 
McIntosh, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Troughear, Mr. Jacob 
Dawson, Mr. Bell, Mr. Tucker, Mr. Potts, Mr. Little, 
Mr: Ward, and Mr. T. Anderson. 

Several letters of apology for absence were read, in- 
cluding one from the late President, Mr. Greaves. 

Mr. Jacob Howe, the newly elected President, then 
took the chair, amid applause. He expressed his deep 
thanks for the honour which had beer done him—an 
honour he would never forget. 

Mr. Rimmer, of Kendal, was elected a member of the 
society, on the motion of Mr. Armstrong, seconded by 
Mr. Bell—Mr. Bell proposed that Dr. Fleming be elected 
an honorary member. Mr. Donald seconded the mo- 
tion, which was unanimously agreed to. Mr. Donald 
nominated two visitors at the meeting, Mr. Potts, of 
Dalston, and Mr. Ward of Workington, for election as 
members at next meeting. : 

Mr. Donald then, in accordance with notice, 
the following resolutions :— 

1. “That this Society disapproves of members of 
the Council holding the dual office of Councilmen 
and Examiners.” 

2. “That this Society disapproves of the th 
clause, and request the Council of the R.C.V.S. to 
take immediate steps to obtain its repeal or altera- 
tion, so as to restore to members of the R.C.V.S. 
their original rights.”’ ~ 

With regard to the second resolution, he said t . 
rights of members were taken from them unjustly, a0 
ought to be restored. As to the first, his principal ree 
son was that members of the Council who remained Bx 
aminers had no check upon their conduct at the exam 
ning board ; also, they were self-elected, which was co” 
trary to the constitution of any well governed body. of 

Mr. McIntosh seconded both resolutions. | He was 


moved 
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opinion that a man could not be servant and man at the 
same time. It was but right, he said, that examiners 
should be free from the governing body, so that the body 
which appointed might be able to look into any failings 
which might be reported. With regard to the second 
resolution, he held emphatically that the 9th clause 
ought to be abolished. As an old student of the Clyde 
Street College and a graduate under the Highland 
Society’s diploma he was one of those appealed to 
put down his name to get quit of the old Highland 
Society examination ; and he did so, thinking it would 
be the means of benefitting all parties, by getting quit 
of what created two different bodies in the profession. 
He now found himself in a worse position than ever. Asa 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, he 
was entitled to sit on the Council, but the 9th clause 
deprived him of the right he possessed—it took away his 
priveleges without consulting him. 

Mr. RutHerrorp said that what Mr. McIntosh com- 
plained of was a great illegality—and so it would be 
decided if the matter was put before competent judges. 
He contended that the rights given by charter could not 
be taken away. The charter of 1876 did take away 
those rights, or attempted to do so,and he was in favour of 
them being restored to all veterinarians prior to 1876. 
His vote and interest had always been in that direction. 
The members of the profession who acted under the 
diploma of the Highland Society were in an invidious 
position. It was a positive fact—he had the word of 
Mr. McIntosh—that he did not know at the time ar- 
rangements were made with the Royal College that this 
proposal was actually in existence. He (Mr. Ruther- 
ford) said Mr. McIntosh was to blame, and the Highland 
Society directors were notoriously to blame. Yet this 
arrangement was made in 1879, that after a certain time 
all must become fellows who wished to possess the privi- 
leges of the Royal College. The Highland Society men 


in his cpinion, were as much entitled to all the privi- | 


Society come round to his way of thinking that this 9th 
Clause should never have existed. Before the Charter 
was obtained he laid it down that was a right they had 
got, which could not be legally taken away. He went 
further than Mr. Rutherford did, and maintained that 
instead of depriving of those rights, young men who en- 
tered the profession after 1876, there should be no reser- 
vation ; and that every man whenever he became a 
| member of the profession had a right to all its privileges 
and had a right to be on the Council. With regard to 
the Dual appointment, he did not think they should take 
any action. 

The PREsIDENT said if aman had done well on the 
Council, he would not stop him rising. If he could 
make himself good enough for an examiner, let him 
be one. 

Mr. Donap :—All that we want is that he should re- 
tire from the Council. 

Mr. RutHerrorp :—It is of the utmost importance, 
sometimes, that examiners should be on the Council, 
(Laughter). 

Mr. Donatp briefly replied on the discussion. It was 
assumed, he said, that all the knowledge the profession 
possessed was on the Council. (“No,no.’”’), It ap- 
peared to him that certain examiners made a profit out 
of the position. (A voice. “ Certainly; right,’ and 
laughter). 

The resolutions were then put, when the first, relating 
to the dual appointment, was lost by the casting vote of 
the Chairman, there being 5 for, and 5 against. The 
second motion was carried unanimously. 








| NOTES ON THE REARING OF CALVES. 
| By Jacos Howe. 


| GENTLEMEN, 
With your permission, I will take your minds back 12 


leges of the profession as were those who became mem- | or 15 years, to the then custom of the farmers in my dis- 
bers of the Royal College by diploma; and he would | trict of rearing their calves. As soon as born they were 
use his best endeavours in obtaiaing this for them. | taken from the dam and put into any place handy, 
But the young men who passed after 1876 had years and | and very cften into places unsuited to an animal so 
years of warning. Notice was given to them, and they | young, often cold, damp, and draughty. 
had no legal right to expect that they could have the | The custom at that time was with all farmers as far as 
same privileges. It would be a retrograde step, and it | I know or remember, to feed the calves only twice a day, 
would certainly be opposed by Parliament, to “restore” | and therein lies a great mistake, 1 think a very great 
a privilege tou gentlemen who never had it. (Hear, hear). | one, indeed the chief cause of their trouble afterwards. 
With regard to the dual appointment, it was a very nar- | It is far too long for so young an animal to be without 
row proposal. In excluding men who were good busi- | its natural nutriment, and as one result too much milk 
ness men they would be making a great mistake. It so | is given at one time, and then we get those large, heavy 
happened that they were good men who were selected | masses of a spongy-texture formed in the stomach. 
for the Council, and it was very fit that they should be | Two, and sometimes three of these are found after death, 
appointed examiners. They were not all examiners in| and I am sure these undigested masses are the chief 
the Royal College, and in carrying a proposal of this | cause of diarrhoea; their action—as foreign bodies 
sort they would be casting something like aslur upon |—bringing on irritation, to be followed by inflam- 
the board of examiners. What harm had they ever | mation of the stomach and the intestines. From the 
done ! Did they ever fail in their duty! The ques- | efforts of nature to relieve herself, we get an increase of 
tion never arose until the disturbances in Edinburgh. | gastric fluid, and that is the true cause of purging, loss 
The examiners were not to blame, and they saw in the | of appetite, and unless relieved, exhaustion and death. 
Royal College the only medium they had for every in- Symptoms. The chief symptoms are impairment and 
quiry. He was against the eradication of the dual | sometimes total loss of appetite. Calf spread out, or 
appomtment; he saw no harm in it, andhe had had | huddled up in some corner, purging, ears and legs cold, 
some experience in the working of the clause. | quick and weak pulse, short and catching breathing, 
Mr. BELL said he looked upon the 9th clause as occasional grunt. 
severing from him a right that nobody had a right; Treatment. Castor and Linseed Oils, Rhubarb, &e. &c. 
to take from him. He complained of its retrospe- | give not altogether satisfactory results, although no 
tive character, and said he was as strong as anybody | doubt they do good in some of the milder cases; and I 
could be in having that clause repealed. It was a mis- | have seen cases do better with Laudanum and Arom. 
take, he added, to cavil too much about the examiners. Spt. Ammonia in cold water, but I must confess that I 
He did not approve altogether of the manner in which | never had as good results with any of them as with the 
the Council had been appointed. Societies like this, ; following powder. 
he thought, had opened the eyes of the profession, and| According to age. ‘Two to three drachms Nitrate of 
they would see that they got good men. Potass, and equal quantity of Sub. Carbonate of Soda, 





Professor Wr.tiams said he was glad to see the'and double the quantity of Salts, in some carminative,a 


























































OT Pe SO cA en 


“Sle 


SE Sy 


SSO Rts ee 


39 Or gaa Ser OR RET T 
rete segs = 


a wernt 
= — ees SES ES ane 


mene Sie Ae cosa 





"486 THE VETERINARY RECORD. 





March 28, 1891 





little gentian or ginger given in some warm milk. Many 
a time have I seen the greatest benefit from only one 
powder, indeed often there is no need to give a second 
powder. 

I always order the calves to be fed at least three times 
a day, but I prefer four, and not to give too much at 
one time. The quantity of course to depend upon the 


age of the calf, say you commence with a gill of new 


milk, to a quart, and so on, according to the size and 
strength of the calf. 

Preventative. Should the weather be cold [ should 
have no objections to put two or three calves in one di- 
vision, because there is a better chance to keep each 
other warm, (especially now that the calves are born 
much earlier in the Spring than they used to be), I 
should keep them so, providing all were well, until they 
commenced sucking each other, which I consider does 
the calves harm. Then I should cut my space up into 
more divisions, and let each calf have his own box as it 
were, taking care to have hurdles or rails put so close 
that the calves could not get more than the nose through ; 
for they are often shoving the head against the rails, and 
trying to get it through at feeding time, and by con- 
tinually doing so they cast the yonng horn in a lateral 
or backward direction, which spoils their natural ap- 
pearance, and reduces their value to some extent when 
they are fully grown. 

Before concluding these few remarks I should just like 
to mention two ofher forms of disease we not unfre- 
quently meet with. They are, bronchial affection, and 
a very nasty form of sore throat. 

Bronchitis, Here we have hurried breathing, and a 
huskey, rattling sort of a cough ; and the appetite may 
be fairly good. After ascertaining the state of stomach 
and intestines, I try by all means to keep up the 
strength of the animal. Apply hot water to the sides, 
for fifteen or twenty minutes, then get some woollen 
clothing and sew it on to the sides and chest, in fact it 
is a good plan to wrap the calf up in a blanket; or large- 
sized rug, legs and all except the nose. I don’t like 
giving much medicine, but I don’t think there is any 
harm in giving a little spirit, in milk or water, and try 
the patient at short intervals with a little milk. I 
generally give one powder to correct the stomach. 

Throat Affection. In this there is great difficulty in 
breathing, sometimes to a very alarming extent, throat 
swollen externally and internally, skin thick to the 
feel, and a thick, tough, slimy matter accumulated at 
the back part of mouth and top part of throat, I try to 
get this up, and the best way I can find isa little com- 
mon salt with a little powdered ginger, put to the back 
part of the mouth as a dry powder, with a good-sized 
spoon. Externally I apply hot water, or a poultice 
tied on hot; sometimes I pat in a seton, and I have 
known tracheotomy performed with good results. 

All our cases require perseverance, and attention— 
none are too insignificant—it is just as necessary to pi 
attention to the rearing of calves, as to any other branch 
of our profession, if we intend to be successful with our 
treatment. 

I thank you all for your very kind attention. 


Discussion. 


Professor WILLIAMS said he was glad to hear the/ 


President on this subject. It reminded him that all 
young animals ought to be fed very frequently. In 
Wales foals were were often separated from the mare for 
hours together. The mare was taken away in the 
morning, prougeed to the middle of the day, when the 
foal was allowed to suck her ; then went out again. The 
young animal was half-starved during the day, and 
nearly burst itself when it had the opportunity; this 
caused great mortality among the foals. It was some- 


thing similar that caused jaundice in young dogs. 

Keepers said they only fed them onceaday. An im- 

mense dose of food over-crowded the stomach, and the 

rapid digestion led to jaundice, which killed in two or three 
‘«lays. This could be prevented simply by frequent 
feeding. 

Mr. a said he had to deal very much with 
young calves in the spring season, more especially calves 
bought at a distance and brought into the district, 
which had been a long time without food and were then 
gorged with milk. It would be the saving of a large 
percentage of stock if farmers would only feed their 
young animals frequently. The price of young calves 
was high, and many died, as far as 40 per cent of im- 
ported calves, simply from repeated gorging after fasts, 
Small doses of Dr. Gregory’s mixture is one of the best 
things for young calves while having white scour from 
milk. A half-ounce dose given in a little milk, and 
repeated a second time, unless the case is a very bad one, 
frequently relieves the stomach and bowels, and is an 
antacid which helped and assisted them. He had given 
it hundreds of times with success. 

Mr. Peaks said this was one of the chief things coun- 
try veterinaries had to deal with—calves from a dis- 
tance. He had known the disease come on very rapidly, 
and it was very difficult to manage. If it lasted two or 
| three days there was a chance of coping with it, but 
_generally it came on so suddenly that it beat them 
| altogether. 

Mr. Litre said a difficulty existed in getting far- 
| mers to come to veterinary surgeons ; they thought they 
| could cure the disease themselves. The prescription 
| given by the President would act very well in certain 

cases where farmers did not come forward for perhaps 
| two days or so. But when there was acute inflamma- 
' tion that medicine would be improper treatment, and 
| would kill the animal. So in these cases, he thought, 
inquiry should be made how long the animal had been 
ill, and it should be given not a small dose of laudanum 
or pain killer, but a big one. 
| Mr. CARLISLE, who was received with applause, said 
| this was one of the most important subjects the Asso- 
| eiation had discussed for a long time. The matter was 
_of such importance that he would recommend the ad- 
| journment of the discussion to another meeting. They 
| must arrive at the very cause of the disease. There was 
a lot to contend with in the rearing of calves, and it was 
a matter well worth thrashing out. On many occasions 
a calfis quite healthy, and jumping about, one day, but 
is lying dead next morning. The first symptoms were 
—the animal became prostrate, and there was heaving 
at the chest ; veiy likely the day previous there had 
been a little disturbance in the bowels, and there might 
be streaks of blood observable. There was something 
more than the milk to account for calves dying 80 
quickly. No doubt the milk hada great deal to do 
with it. It might not be properly secreted. We did 
not often see a calf die that had its proper mother’s 
milk, these got through much more easily than calves 
taken away from their mothers and fed on different 
kinds of milk. It was better for a calf to get its 
mother’s milk until it was a fortnight or three weeks 
old, and a small quantity of chlorate of potass dropped 
in amongst it would do good. 

Mr. BELL said the subject ought not to be passed 
over lightly. There were many who knew that the system 
of feeding dairy cattle had much to do with the ques- 
tion of loss of offspring. When he said that in some 
portions of the country there was a loss of 75 per cent. 
of calves, it would be understood that the subject was of 
great importance, and was worthy of being continued at 
another meeting. 

It was agreed that the discussion should be resumed 








at another meeting. 
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A paper on “ The Castration of Pigs,” by Mr. Donald, | bued with the impression that no reliance was to be 
was deferred. ‘ placed upon action or position alone as a means of diag- 
The members dined together after the meeting, and | nosis of lameness. What he appeared to convey was that 

a very enjoyable evening was spent. |it was only an element in our system of examination, 
Joun ArmsTRONG, Hon. Sec. | and he (the speaker) quite agreed with him. The essayist 

| had suggested that there was a natural symmetry in the 
‘motion of each pair of limbs; such, however, was not 
| always true, because some horses which were perfectly 
THE CENTRAL free hes disease had the symmetry of their movements 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. very considerably disturbed by the want of symmetry in 


their anatomical conformation — the action resulting 


The usual monthly meeting of this Society was’ held | from the turning in of a toe furnished a striking exam- 
on March 5th last. In the absence of the President, | Ple. Mr. Hunting remarks that different causes may 
through ill health, Mr. Raymond was voted to the chair. | give rise to apparently the same abnor.nal results ; this 
Twenty-four Fellows of the Society and visitors were | 18 tue no doubt in some instances, but not in those the 
present. Letters and telegrams of apology for non- essayist had selected. The toe, he suggests, is dragged 
attendance were received from Mr. Samson (the Presi- | We the horse has a stiff knee, and the same pheno- 


| 
dent) Messrs. Hurndall, Sheather, and several other |™e2on is noticeable when sprain of a shoulder muscle is 
gentlemen. ' : ; the cause. This was rather exaggerating the action of 


Mr. J. W. Evans. A.V.D.. and Mr. F. CG. Mahon a horse suffering from a stiff knee. It was perfectly true 


M.R.C.V.S., unanimously elected Fellows of the Society. | that there was very little flexibility in the limb under 
at. ae “* such circumstances, but it was generally sufticiently 
CANDIDATES FOR COUNCIL. 


raised and advanced by the shoulder muscles to obviate 





The following letter was read from Mr. Hunting : that dragging of the toe which is frequently seen in 
Duin Me. Mantes | serious shoulder mischief. 
I notice that all the Veterinary Medical Societies at| Referring to splints the Essayist observes that a horse 


| goes out sound but goes very lame at a trot, and he be- 
of the approaching annual election of members of lieves this to be indicative of splint lameness, and the 
Council. I venture to think the ‘Central,’ which | inference he draws is that the impact of the foot on the 
numbers amongst its Fellows no Jess than four retiring | ground being more violent at a trot than at a walk gives 
member and, I think, four non-retiring members, | rise to greater pain. He (Professor Axe) should not 
should take similar action. They should endeavour to | like to place too much reliance on a statement of that 
ascertain the views of candidates, and if possible agree | sort without an examination of the part and a reasonable 
upon some whom they may support.— Yours truly, amount of information concerning the history of the 

W. HuntInc. | case. On the occasion of their last meeting the Essay- 

The CuarrMaN suggested that Mr. Hunting’s letter | ist referred to the disurdered action resulting from 
should be passed round the meeting, and considered at a | sprain to the flexor metatarsi. Now he (Professor Axe) 
later period of the evening. thought if there was a disease of the limbs in which ac- 
_tion was more to be relied on than another it was that 

AbJOURNED Discussion, | of sprain to the muscle referred to. Professor Pritchard 


Professor AxE, on rising to re-open the discussion | in commenting upon this part of the subject suggested 
on Mr. Hunting’s paper, “On the value of ac-/| that the altered condition or position of the limb was 
tion and position as indications of lameness,” | the result of sprain to the Annular ligament that was 
said before they could enter into the question of | not his (the speaker’s) experience. He was perfectly 
the value of action and position in connection with | satisfied that the lesion was in the muscle or tendon, or 
disease, it appeared to him that they must first consider | both, and when he said so he spoke both from clinical 
it in regard to health. It would not, he thought, be | observations and pathological inspection. The Essayist 
contested that action varied very much in different | had stated that the peculiar position assumed by an 
animals in absence of disease, and such differences it | animal when suffering from serius injury to the elbow is 
would be allowed were in a large measure dependent | also a common position in shoulder cases, especially 
upon conformation, in a lesser degree perhaps on habit ; | when the extensor brachii is affected. The two cases 
and the same might be said with regard to position. | clinically speaking appeared to him (Professor Axe) to 
They noticed for example the short stilty action of a | be altogether different. In case of injury to the elbow 
horse with upright shoulder and short pasterns, they | or triceps not only was the leg advanced and the knee 
remarked the rolling action of animals having an ele- | flexed, but the elbow itself as well as the fore quarter 
vated croup, or “ goose rump,” and they recognised the was very considerably depressed. Now that was not 
peculiar rigid movements of animals with small upright | the case in injuries affecting the choulder. Professor 
hock-joints. The mere turning in of a toe frequently | Axe continuing said he quite agreed with the essayist 
tended to alter the action so far as to impart the sem- | that where the injury was slight it was very difficult to 
blance of lameness. Horses with straight shoulders and | say whether it was in the hip, foot, or some other part 
short pasterus contrasted strangely in their action with | of the limb, but in serious injuries of the hip he did not 
those in which the shoulders sloped well from the back, | think they were exactly in that position. When a horse 
and the pasterns were long and springy. suffered from hip lameness there was a tendency to a 

With regard to action and position in connection with | diagonal movement in progressing forward. It was not 
lameness, he felt that these matters had no absolute | certainly diagnostic, but it should always have due con- 
value—that no one would undertake to say that a horse | sideration in dealing with obscure lameness behind. In 
was lame in this part of the limb or in that, from the | conclusion Professor Axe said he had not done justice to 
mere observation of his action and the position | their essyist but others doubtless would throw ad- 
m which he stood. It would be a bold veterinarian who | ditional light ou the subject out of the riches of their 
would stake his reputation upon such slender and unre- | stock of observation and knowledge. (Applause). 
liable evidence. The value of action and position in | Mr. Gipsinas said it seemed to him that Mr. Hunting 
connection with lameness was strictly relative. It had set up a theory in his paper just to knock it down 
seemed to him that the essayist had clearly shewn this | again. He did not think they could quite gather from 
in his remarks, He (Mr. Hunting) was evidently im- | the Essay what Mr. Hunting really meant. He was 


their recent meetings have taken some action in view 
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rather at a loss to know what he was aiming at through 
the whole affair, and Professor Axe in his remarks had 
said that horses when standing in the stable seemed to 
have an habitual way of standing some one way and 
some another. He did not think he had ever noticed 


that himself, unless there was some weakness in a par- | 


ticular part. In foot lameness, especially in severe 
cases, he thought that the position assumed was diag 
nostic; in such cases horses would rarely take any 


weight on the foot at all. With regard to hip lameness | 


he thought the symptoms shown were diagnostic, es- 
pecially in the case of cart-horses. With regard to 
lameness in the shoulder, knee, and other parts he 
thought that the diagnosis must be left to their own 
good judgement. There was no hard and fast line by 
which they could be guided either by action or by 
position. 

Mr. Barrett said the writer of the essay seemed to 
be sceptical on almost every point; he had not told 
them anything which he was certain of. However he 
had stated several facts which were worthy of their con- 
sideration and serious attention, inasmuch as lameness 
in the horse was probably the most difficult sphere of 
veterinary work. From his experience he thought that 
action and position afforded very little indication of the 
seat of lameness, nor did they offer much evidence as to 
the nature of the disease, partly because they themselves 
depended upon conditions not only of disease but of 
health. Action was more important than position, in- 
asmuch as action was to a great extent the outcome of 
pain, but action too must be considerably varied by the 
condition of the horse himself. He was rather sur- 
prised that Mr. Hunting appeared to have overlooked 
the different actions the horse showed on different kinds 
of roads. Other means of diagnosing disease were much 
more important than action and position, more especi- 
ally would he attach importance to manipulation, this 
was the best aid to diagnosis of lameness. By manipu- 
lation they could discover swellings, depressions and so 
forth, which they could not observe by action. Of hip 
lameness Mr. Hunting said he was not prepared to ad- 
mit any special peculiarity, but he (the speaker) thought 
he would diagnose a case of hip lameness by the action 
of the horse in being trotted along ; there was a thrown 
forward or jerky motion of the limb which was probably 
worthy of attention. It is stated in the essay “ A horse 
with a partially fractured pelvis will often show the ex- 
act form of action evinced by another with a bad sand- 
crack.” He did1.ot think it was so. He thought a 
horse with a partially fractured pelvis would, to a very 
great extent, exhibit the form of action met with in hip 
joint lameness ; no doubt the quarter was thrown for- 
ward and upward, which was a manner peculiar to lame- 
ness above the stifle joint. Mr. Hunting said stifle 
lameness was uncommon. He (the speaker) did not 
know whether that should be said. It was more com- 
mon in the country than the town, and it was most 
common in young horses. Speaking of hock lameness 
he said he thought one could do much more by observa- 
tion and by comparison of hocks before, behind, &c., 
and by manipulation than by action, and yet he would 
be loth to assert that action in regard to hock lameness 
was not of great importance. With regard to foot lame- 
ness he supposed that of all cases of lameness they got 
in London 90 per cent. were foot lameness, and very 
many of that number arose from ringbone, side bone, 
corn and navicular disease. In foot lameness they had 
no special peculiarity beyond the general want of desire 
to place a weight upon the limb at all. The points 
raised by Mr. Hunting in his paper shewed clearly that 
the question of lameness was a most difficult one, and it 
behoved them to use all the care and skill they could 
devise. There were many cases of lameness upon which 
he could not form a positive opinion. They must not 














lose sight of the fact that action and position taken to- 
gether would, to a slight extent, enable them to form an 
opinion. He quite agreed with Professor Axe that a 
man who gave an opinion a from seeing the horse 
standing in the stable was indiscreet, nay positively 
unwise. 


Mr. Rogerson said that from the essay itself and the 
elaborate criticisms upon it they had received a good 
deal of valuable information, but still they were not 
able to fix upon the seat of lameness as they ought to 
do. The question arose could not the animal be fixed 
in some way so that the joint or part of the limb affected 
could be more plainly shewn to them. He could tell 
them that since the last meeting of the Society he had 
adopted the use of the cradle in cases of shoulder, elhow 
and knee lameness, and so on in the fore limbs. _ Hay- 
ing fixed the animal’s head he thought they would find 
by the action in backing, &c., evidence to lead them toa 
more definite conclusion than they otherwise would do 
especially in cases of lameness above the fetlock. As to 
foot lameness there were certain injuries to the foot 
where they had a very characteristic action. In the 
case of toe lameness and corns the action he thought 
was diagnostic, for instance a bad corn could be recog- 
nised by the animal easing the heel and the flexion of 
the fetlock joint. These two points would guide them 
very considerably. 


Mr. Stocock thought that position and action were of 
a fair amount of value in the diagnosis of lameness, but 


'at the same time he thought they might be very much 


deceived by either. He could call to mind bad cases of 
hoof-lameness which one certainly could not distinguish 
from the evidence of pain given by the animal that the 
lameness was in the foot, or hip, or foot, or shoulder. 
They had to be greatly guided by other means of diag- 
nosis. He remembered hearing Mr. Hunting say on 
the last occasion that bent legs were probably a result of 
foot-lameness. He (the speaker) thought he must be 
wrong there, for although in some cases lameness might 
bring about that result, in the majority he certainly 
believed that the horses never had been lame. He 
should say it was probably brought about by the animal 
having the habit of standing in the stable with his legs 
underneath the body. The affection was very prevalent 
in young colts. 


Mr. Hunvine, being called upon to reply, said he 
agreed with Professor Axe that action in lame horses 
was an indication, and he wrote his paper to try and 
show that it was only a very poor indication of the seat 
of lameness. At the last meeting Professor Pritchard 
opened the discussion, and said their capability of diag- 
nosis must depend upon long practical experience: that 
might be so, but he (the speaker) was perfectly certain 
they could have long experience without being able to 
diagnose. Professor Pritchard went on to say he had 
never seen a case of rupture of the flexor metatarsi, and 
he pointed out to them that sprain of the annular liga- 
ment of the hock-joint might very likely be taken for 
sprain of the flexor metatarsi. If Professor Pritchard 
had been present he should have pointed out to him 
that the argument might be reversed, that his so-called 
sprain of the annular ligament might possibly be a case 
of rupture of the flexor metatarsi. The Professor did 
not quite agree either with his notion about hock and 
stifle. He (Mr. Hunting) said that whatever limited 
the action of the stifle-joint limited that of the hock, 
and vice-versdé ;—he said so still. It must be, and could 
not be anything else. The hock and stifle were 5° 
bound together that they must always move together 
under all circumstances; if the hock could only be 
half moved the stifle could only be half moved. 48 “ 
hip-lameness he was still of opinion that the diagon4 
movement was not diagnostic. He remembered goilg 
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to the yard one day and having all the horses that were | the plaintiff produced a certificate signed by Mr. J. R. 
lame behind run out, ard they all had the same diagonal | Charlton, the veterinary inspector of the port, appointed 
action, or else he thought they had. Mr. Barrett had| by the Lords Justices under a warrant dated in 1888. 
said that shoulder-lameness was not common. He was | Mr. Charlton had stated in his certificate that the sheep 
afraid there was no wood pavement where he (Mr. Bar- | was suffering from scab. The contention on behalf of 
rett) practised. He hardly saw a case until wood pave- | the complainant was that under the statute the certificate 
ment was put down, but now he saw plenty. Mr. | ofthe portal inspector was conclusiveas to the condition of 
Rogerson had got quite a novel notion, and he rather | the animal, and that the magistrates were not at liberty 
liked the idea. Mr. Slocock did not quite agree with | to hear any evidence to the contrary. The magistrates, 
him that bent legs were either due to foot-lameness or however, over-ruled this contenticn, and allowed witnesses 
to previous foot-lameness. He did not say all the cases | to be examined, who deposed that they had subsequently 
were, but the majority were. He did not deny the ex- | examined the sheep and had failed to discover any trace 
planation suggested by Mr. Slocock—that in a number of the disease known as scab. Upon this evidence the 
of cases it was due to a want of balance between the | magistrates dismissed the case without prejudice, but 
extensor and flexor tendons. He was afraid he did not | agreed to state a case for the court. The questions on 
follow all that Professor Axe had said, but he noticed | which the magistrates asked for the decision of the court 
the Professor had objected to a sentence of his as to | were (1) As to whether we, the said justices, were correct 
pain caused by attempting to sustain weight on the|in point of law in holding that the production by the 
injured limb causing nearly the same alteration in | complainant of the certificate of the Veterinary Inspector 
action whether it be in the middle or either end of the | did not entitle him to a conviction if the matter certified 
limb, and he instanced navicular disease and one or two | in said certificate, viz——that the sheep was diseased on 
others, saying it would be absurd to think that all these | the date specified—could be disproved to our satisfaction 
things caused the same symptoms. He (the speaker) | by evidence produced by defendant? (2) Whether we, 
never said this. | the said justices, were justified in law in deciding to hear 

Mr. Hunting replied to other points, and then said evidence to disprove or rebut the matter certified in said 
considering the lateness of the hour he would leave his | certificate! (3) Whether our determination as hereinbe- 
other remarks. He would repeat that it was his sole fore mentioned was correct in point of law, and, if not, 
intention in writing the paper to try and do away with | what should be done in the premises / 
the old idea that they could see a horse run out and! Counsel for the plaintiff—Mr. Carson, Q.C., for the 
diagnose it at sight. defendent—Dr. Houston, Q.C., and Mr. M’Inerney. 

Mr. Hunting’s letter as to the forthcoming election of | Mr. Ball opened the case for the complainant, and con- 
Council was then re-read, and a resolution proposed as | tended that the words of the Act could not be interpreted 
follows : otherwise than to mean that the certificate was to be held 

“That this meeting trusts that any candidates who | as conclusive. He quoted a number of cases, and also 

wish the support of the Central Veterinary Medical | from a number of Acts of Parliament, in which there 
Society will make known their views on leading | were similar provisions. 
professional topics.” | Mr. M’Inerney, in opening the case for the respondent, 

This was seconded by Mr. Rogers, and on being put | said, although the question at issue appeared very short 
to the meeting was carried. | and simple, it was yet of great importance to the members 

The CuarrMan then said there was one more pleasing | of the Irish Cattle Traders and Owners’ Association who 
duty to perforia, and that was to thank Mr. Huuting for | sent such large numbers of cattle away. It was never 
the paper which he had read. A most important topic / contemplated under this Act that the throwing down of 
had been presented to them, and he was almost inclined | a certificate proved a case. That would be against all 
to think it would furnish material for still another | the principles of evidence and against all principles of 
evening’s discussion. Seeing it was so late he would | our criminal law. The clause of the Act provided that 
now move that a hearty vote of thanks be offered Mr. | “if any person without lawful authority or excuse, proof 
Hunting for his interesting paper. whereof shall lie with him, does any of the following 

Professor AxE seconded the vote vf thanks, which | things ’’— 
was heartily carried, and suitably acknowledged by | The Lord Chief Baron—These upset all the principles 
Mr. Hunting. | of our criminal law, and say that a man is to prove him- 

Smpngy Vintar, Hon. Sec. | self innocent. 
| Mr. M’Inerney said that Section 66 ; Sub-section 4., 
| provided that “ where the owner or the person in charge 
| of any animal is charged with an offence under this Act, 
| relative to the diseased state of the animal, he shall be 
| presumed to have known of the existence of the disease 
unless he shall prove to the satisfaction of the court that 
he had no knowledge thereof, or that by reasonable dili- 
gence he might not have obtained such knowledge. 
The Lord Chief Baron—Was the defendaut examined 
| as to his knowledge. 
| Mr. M’Inerney said he was not. Section 66, Sub-sect- 
ion 6, provided that he might be examined. The only 
_ ; use which he (counsel) made of this was to show that the 

The hearing of the arguments in this case took plaee | the defendant was entitled to enter into a defence, and 
prey | im the Court of Exchequer, before the Lord | that the mere production of the certificate was not suffici- 

lef Baron and Mr. Justice Andrews. The case came | 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES 
(ANIMALS) ACTS. 


Aw InspEectTor’s CERTIFICATE. 


before the court on a case stated by the magistrates of | 


petty sessions at Wexford. The complainant is a head- 
—— in Wexford, who, in January last, summoned 
e defendant for having wrongfully sent a sheep, which 
ees a from scab, to the port of Wexford for ship- 
1878 » contrary to the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 
4S. At the hearing of the case before the local justices 








ent proof. 

The Lord Chief Baron—We might hold that this 
evidence was admissable for the purpose of proving that 
the sheep was not in such a state that the defendant 
could reasonably be held to have knowledge of its being 
diseased. 

Mr. M’Inerney—The magistrates should have then 


dismissed on the merits. 
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The Lord Chief Baron-—But we cannot decide that. 

The Lord Chief Baron—If you could argue that know- 
ledge was a necessary element in the offence, and that 
therefore it was necessary for you to disprove knowledge, 
of course if the magistrates came to the conclusion that 
this animal was not asa matter of fact diseased, you 
could hardly know it was diseased. 

Mr. M’Inerney—I have a right to say that the case 
before the magistrates should have been dismissed on the 
merits. I show that that evidence was admissible for 
one purpose—not to .show that the certificate was not 
sufficient, but to show the want of knowledge—then I 
submit that where four experts examined this animal 
with microscopes, and could find no trace of disease, my 
client could have no knowledge of it. The magistrates 
find—“ We were of opinion that the evidence produced 
by the defendant disproved the charge set forth in the 
summons, but as we were also of opinion that the com- 
plainant might have produced further evidence, but for 
the fact of his contention as to the sufficiency of said 
certificate, we dismiss the case without prejudice.”’ 

The Lord Chief Baron—I don’t think we have to decide 
whether the evidence was admissible, broadly. What we 
have to decide is, whether it was admissible to disprove 
or rebut the matter in the certificate. Surely we must 
decide that the magistrates were wrong, because they 
went behind the certificate that the animal was diseased. 

Mr. M’Inerney—There was no doubt that as jurors 
the magistrates came to the conclusion that the animal 
was not diseased, and then they were met by this difti- 
culty about the certificate. It was said that this gentle- 
man, Mr. Charlton, merely walked through the flock of 
sheep and said that one of them was diseased. He lived 
in Wexford, and what the defendant said was, “ Produce 
him,” But instead of that they put in the certificate. 

The Lord Chief Baron—You might have got in the 
evidence as te knowledge in a proper way, but your whole 
contention before the magistrates was that you could dis- 
prove the matter of fact. There must bea determination 
in fact by the magistrates that the defendant had know- 
ledge, and that although for one purpose the evidence 
given here was not evidence, for the other purpose the 
evidence given was evidence. What is clear to me is that 


- the case must go back to the magistrates ; but 1am rather 


unwilling to frame our answers to the questions in such 
a& way as to lead them to suppose that they are not at 
liberty to take evidence on the question of knowledge. 

Dr. Houston, Q.C., followed on the same side. He 
submitted that notwithstanding the strong words of this 
statute, the construction put upon it by the magistrates 
was the true construction, and that the certificate was 
not conclusive in a criminal proceeding such as this was. 
Then there was a further question, namely—whether 
this evidence though not perhaps admissible for the pur- 
pose of contradicting the certificate given by the inspector, 
yet was admissible for the purpose of showing that the 
accused party had a lawful excuse ! 

The Lord Chief Baron—I have great difficulty in see- 
ing that that question arises at all. 

Dr. Houston—I submit that if it is impossible that a 
man should know that a sheep was diseased, he ought to 
be allowed to prove it; and that no certificate could ever 
have been intended by the Legislature to have deprived 
him of that right. lt would be monstrous to say that 
he should be prevented from proving not only that he 
did not know, but that he could not have known. 

The Lord Chief Baron—In the abstract I don’t know 


- that it would be so monstrous, as it might be for the 


benefit of the whole community. 

The whole course of these statutes made the principles of 
the common law inapplicable—he did not say improperly. 
There had been cases under the Adulteration of Food 
Acts, in which knowledge was not a necessary element at 
all. Under. the Acts about chimneys that smoke in a 


particular way, it had been held that guilty knowledge 
was not a part of the offence at all. 
| Dr. Houston—To make in a criminal case the certificate 
of an official, given behind the back of the accused, con- 
_cluse evidence of the main fact, and the only fact, we will 
tvke it for this purpose, is so inconsistent, so contrary to 
natural justice, that that cannot be the true construction 
of the statute, and the court, I think, will shrink from 
putting that construction upon the statute. 

The Lord Chief Baron—I am in your favour on this 
question of knowledge, but I am wholly unable to arrive 
at the conclusion of the fact of the disease even in a 
criminal proceeding, because the criminal proceeding is 
plainly for the purposes of this Act. 

Mr. Carson, Q.C., then replied on behalf of the ap- 
pellant, Head-constable Leonard. He said that in the 
very full printed report of the case which they had been 
furnished with this question of knowledge never arose at 
all. 

The Lord Chief Baron—No; If we send it back to the 
magistrates we don’t mean to trouble you on that point. 
We entertain no doubt that upon the question of the 
fact of this sheep being diseased, the certificate was con- 
clusive, and that so far as the evidence was necessary to 
prove that it could not be gone behind. 

Mr. Carson said that was the whole matter before the 
magistrates. 

The Lord Chief Baron—The mode in which they have 
asked these questions is very geneial, and if we answered 
No. 2 simply in the negative, the magistrates might be 
under the impression that we thought evidence could not 
be produced that the sheep was not diseased for the pur- 
pose of inducing the magistrates to hold that there was 
no knowledge. We must see that the answers to our 
questions are framed so as not to mislead the magistrates. 

Mr. Carson pointed out that there was no question 
stated by the magistrates with reference to this question 
of knowledge. 

The Lord Chief Baron—I am afraid it is involved. 

Mr. Carson, Q.C.—The Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Aci of 1878, from beginning to end, created in the pub- 
lic interest powers which, but for the public benefit, 
would be regarded as of an arbitrary nature, and a 
direct interference with the public in the carrying 
on of their business. The Privy Council and their in- 
spectors were made the absolute judges, even where they 


| formed wrong or erroneous conclusions on points of fact. 


Assuming that want of knowledge is a defence, what is 
the effect of the certificate of the inspector under the Act 
of Parliament? The certificate of the inspector is not 
conclusive evidence of knowledge. I do not argue that, 
nor do I say that it is any evidence of knowledge on the 
part of the person prosecuted. But what I do say is that 
it is conclusive evidence of the fact that the animal was 
diseased on the particular date And if all the veterinary 
surgeons in Ireland were to prove that the animal was 
not diseased the magistrates must assume that the animal 
was diseased. And, therefore, I say that neither an in- 
ference of knowledge nor an inference of want of know- 
ledge is to be drawn from the fact that the animal was 
infected with the disease. 

The Lord Chief Baron—Suppose a witness was produced 
to prove that there were no external marks of disease 
upon it, would that be admissible? 

Mr. Carson—No. ; 

Mr. Justice Andrews—Take a case in which there 1s 
disease, but take it that no one but an extremely skilled 
man could discover it—could not .the accused very well 
show that he himself examined the animal, and that 
his neighbours examined it, and that they found 1° 
trace of the existence of the disease / * Tet I 

Mr. Carson—He might be asked the question, but _ 
would stop him there. He might be asked—ls not this 





a disease difficult to discover? That would go to show 
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that the man had not knowledge, but to allow a case to 
be built up by proving want of knowledge—by proving 
something contrary to what was stated in the certificate 
—is simply to break the Act entirely. 

The Lord Chief Baron delivered judgment of the court, 


holding that the magistrates, while they were not at | 


liberty toreceive evidence that the sheep was not diseased, 


for the purpose of controverting the matter of fact, stated | 
in the certificate, they were at liberty to receive such | 
evidence for the purpose of disproving that the defendant | 


had knowledge of the disease, the court being of opinion 
that knowledge was an essential element of the offence, 
inasmuch as the second conviction would subject the 
offender to imprisonment with hard labour. The dis- 
missal of the case without prejudice should, therefore, 
be reversed, and the case sent back to the magistrates, 
each party to abide their own costs. 


The People (Wexford) 


DISHORNING CATTLE. 








JUDGMENT OF THE Scotcu HicH Court. 


The judgment of the Justiciary Appeal Court, Edin- 
burgh, was given on the 13th inst., in the appeal of the 
Procurator- Fiscal of Haddington against the decision of 
Sheriff Shireff finding George Wilson not guilty of a 
charge of having, on 29th November 1889, at a farm 
near North Berwick, cruelly ill-treated, abused, and tor- 
tured 32 oxen, by sawing off their horns,close to their 
skulls, whereby they were subjected to great, unneces- 
sary, and cruel pain. The question for the Court was, 
Whether the evidence inferred a contravention of the 
Act 13 and 14 Vict., cap. 32. 

Mr. CuisHoum, advocate, at the outset stated that 
since the appeal was raised the appellant had died, and 
he therefore asked the Court to assist the Deputy Pro- 
curator- Fiscal. 

Lord M’Laren gave the leading opinion. He said 
the operation consisted of the sawing of the horns with 
a fine saw close to the sinuses of the head, and it was 


evident that in this case the operation was not only | 
very painful, but was the cause of prolonged pain and | 


distress to the animals, until the wounds were healed. 
So much was found by the sheriff, who also found that 
respondent had considerable experience and _ that 
the operation was performed with skill and in the usual 
manner. It might also be taken as proved that dis- 
horning made the cattle more valuable to the owner, as 
it was not to be supposed that stock farmers would be in 
the habit of inflicting torture without motive, but it was 
found that the animals became more manageable than 
before, and that eventually they became well. The 
sheriff held it proved that when cattle feeding in courts 
were troublesome, tutal dishorning was for the benefit 
of the cattle. It was clear enough that the restraining 
effect did not amount to a universal prohibition of 
operations which caused pain to the lower animals, but 
was intended to prevent wanton and purposeless cruelty, 
and what they were to consider was not the question of 
the expediency of prohibiting dishorning, put whether 
the practice was prohibited by the statute, and the ani- | 
mals in question were cruelly ill-treated, abused azid | 
tortured. He was of opinion that the language of the 
statute was not a fair and just construction applicable | 
to the case, nor to the operation of dishorning when per- 
formed with skill and for the purpose of preventing | 
the animals from injuring each other. The decision of | 
- co-ordinate English Court finding it proved | 
at the operation of dishorning was neither neces- 
‘ary nor customary in England had been quoted, but 


the facts laid before the Court led to a different con- 
clusion, and he was of opinion that the judgment of the 
| Sheriff ought to be affirmed. 





Lord Trayner, Lord Wellwood, and Lord Kyllachy 
concurred. 
| The Lorp Justice CLERK said his view was entirely 
'in consonance with those alieady expressed. Three 
elements must occur in order to make the party free 
from responsibility under the Cruelty to animals act— 
first, the purpose must be a reasonable purpose ; second, 
the mode adopted for carrying it out must be a reason- 
able mode ; and, third, the manner of carrying it out 
must be a reasonable manner. He thought possibly 
improved marketable value to the animal and preven- 
tion of its injuring or being injured by other animals 
with which it was enclosed was a reasonable purpose, 
and he did not think there was any suggestion that the 
mode adopted here was not as skilful as vould be, and 
therefore reasonable. The manner, also, of carrying it 
out was skilful. 

After discussion as to costs— 

The Lorp Justice CLERK said the Court would not 
pronounce any interlocutor on the question of costs, 
and would meantime leave it to the Crown to con- 
‘sider whether, in the circumstances, they would not 
bear the expenses of this suit.—The Evening Times, 
( Glasgow.) 


The use of the word ‘‘ Client.” 

At Brentford, recently, George Henry Briant, 
(a debt collector of Ealing, appeared to an 
‘adjourned summons for having falsely acted as a 
solicitor on the 26th November and 9th December. 
The prosecution was directed by the Incorporated 
Law Society, and Mr. Keith Frith defended. The 
case turned almost solely on the use of the word 
“client,” the defendant having written to an 
auctioneer named Wright declaring that unless he 
received a certain sum he was instructed by his 
“client” to take legal proceedings. ‘The point for 
the prosecution was that only a solicitor could legally 
use the word “ client,” and the bench, after studying 
dictionaries, came to the same conclusion, and im- 
posed a fine of £5 in each case, including costs. 
Notice of appeal was given. 


Tuberculin on the British Market. 

Messrs. Burgoyne, Burbidges & Co. have received 
a consignment of tuberculin from Dr, Koch’s 
laboratory —the first commercial supply, they inform 
us, Which has been imported into the country. They 
tell us, further, that they have been inundated with 
orders for the preparation. We have had an oppor- 
tunity of inspecting the article, which is pat up in 
small glass bottles about two inches high and 
covered with a glass stopper, which is securely 
fastened with parchment. The string securing the 
parchment bears a small leaden disc at the end, 
upon which is the letter * L.” the initial of Libbertz, 
under whose directions the tuberculin is prepared. 
The bottles bear a label divided inte two equal parts, 
the one black and having upon it in white letters. 
the words, “Tuberculinum Kochii.” while on the 
other side of the label, which is in white, are the 
words * Fertig Gestellt” (prepared), the date— 
which upon the hottle submitted to our inspection 
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was February 19—and the signature of Dr. Libbertz. 
The tuberculin appears as a chestnut-coloured thin 
liquid. The bottles are packed in stout wooden 
covers. into which they fit. 


supply an English translation of these. 
of bottles containing one centimetre is 6s. 3d., and 
for five cubic centimetres 25s. 6d. each. 
bottles are all one size, those containing the smaller 
quantity being for five-sixth parts empty.—The 
Chemist and Druggist. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to any 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containing 
facts of interest. 

Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 





THE CHARTER LEAGUE— 


CANDIDATES FOR COUNCIL. 
Sir, 

Most of the readers of The Record will have received 
from me a circular asking them to become members of 
a “Charter League,” which has been formed with a view 
to return members to the Council of the R.C.V.S. who 
are pledged to support certain reforms. The three 
fundamental clauses of the proposed Charter are— 

Abolition of the Ninth Clause. 
Abolition of Dual Appointments. 
Election by the Profession of whole Council. 

The nominations are not yet all to hand, but in the 
meantime I may mention that Mr, Whittle, of Worsley, 
Mr. F. Raymond of Woolwich, and Mr. Albert Wheatley 
of Reading, are candidates that may be supported with 
confidence. In your next issue I hope to furnish your 


readers with the names of three other gentlemen all of - 


whom are equally worthy of support, and in the meantime 

would ask them to carefully refrain from promising their 

votes, unless under a pledge from the candidate that if 

elected he will vote for the reforms mentioned. , 
W. J. Mutvey. 

27 Walpole St., London, 8. W. 


Communications, Books, AND Paprers RECEIVED :—C. 
Ward, P. Moir, W. Gibb (Ontario), A.W. Hill, T. M. 
McConnell, E. F. DeJong, F.C. Mahon, W. J. Mulvey, 
Glasgow Student 4, F. Raymond, W. Penhale, S. Villar, 
“Tarsus,” W. F. Greenhalgh, ‘‘ The Gazette” (Montreal). 





Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 





Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres 
Hon. Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq.., M.v., B.sc., L.v.sc. 
Of Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, g.8.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coil. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. T. Greaves, r.n.c.v.s., Knott Mill, Manchester. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Cautcutta V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Greenhill, M.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Each vial has with it) 
instructions in German, but Messrs. Burgoyne also | 
The price | 


| /’res: Mr. Wm. Bower, m.8.c.v.s., East Rudham, Swaffham, 


The | 





CentraL V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. F. G. Samson, M.R8.c.v.s., 
Upper Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sidney Villar, r.x.c.v.s., Harrow-on-the- Hill, 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 


Ilon. Sec: Mr. R. S. Barcham, m.n.c.v.s., North Walsham. 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. C. Steel, r.x.c.v.s., 188 Clonliffe-road, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, .R.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHirE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Leather, F.R.c.v.s., Tariff-street, Liverpool. 


Alon. Sec: Mr. G. Gartside Mayor, ¥.R.c.v.s., 
Kirkham, nr. Preston. 


Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincounsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr.F. L. Gooch, r.r.c.v.s., Stamford, Lincolnshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Smith, m.r.c.v.s., Huntingdon. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., 
Holiday-street Wharf, Birmngham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.s., 
High St,. West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. 


Nationa Ver. Association. 
Pres: Prof. J. W. Axe, R. V. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham. 
Treas. and Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. F. Wragg, ¥.8.0.v.3., 
17 Church-lane, Whitechapel. 
Nortu or Enetanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Hunter, F.R.c.v.s., 
16 Albany Terrace, Whitley, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.s., 
2 Holly Avenue, Killingworth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Wilson, ¥.n.c.v.s., Berkhampstead, Herts. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. Kidd, r.n.c.v.s., Hungerford, Berks. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Roya Scortisu V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, m.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. a 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.x.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


RoyaLt VETERINARY CoiureGr M.A. 


| Pres: Prof. J. Penberthy. 


Prof. J. Macqueen. 


ScorrisHh Merropourtan V.M.S§. 
Pres: Mr. Jas. Clarke, F.r.c.v.s., Coupar-Angus. on 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, o.r.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sourn DurHam anp Nortu Yorxsurre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. T. Pickering, r.x.c.v.s., Monk Bar, York. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.x.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 
SourHern Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. F. Raymond, F.R.¢.v.s., A.V-D., 
P. House, 


Hon. Sec: 


Woolwich. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. E. A. Hollingham, S.E 


79 Anerley Road, London, 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


WeEsTERN Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. S. Burton, m.n.c.v.s., Torquay. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Penhale, r.n.c.v.s., Barnstaple, Devon. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 
West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Robinson, r.R.c.v.s., - 7 
37 West Burn-street, Greenock, N.B. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. James Weir. 
YorxsHrrE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. C. Toope, M.xc.v.s., Knaresborough. 
Hon. Sec: W. F. Greenhalgh, M.R.c.v.s., Hunslet, pon 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 








